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been made.      On September 5th, 1841, however, in   consequence   of   a   dispute   concerning  the drawing up by the Gens-de-Lettres of a manifesto to   be  presented to the  deputies  composing the Law  Commission  on  Literary  Property,  Balzac withdrew from the Society.    The ostensible reason for   his   resignation   was,   that   at   a  committee meeting to  discuss  the   Manifesto,  doubts  were thrown on his impartiality; but it seems probable from his letter* that some unwritten ground fo: complaint   really  caused his  withdrawal.     Afte: Balzac's  death,  the  Societe  des  Gens-de-Lettre acknowledged with gratitude the debt owed hin as   one  of the founders of the Society, and th i help received from his intelligence and activity.
In  1840,  before  he  ceased  to   belong to th : Societe  des   Gens-de-Lettres,   he   had   left   Le ; Jardies ; and had hidden himself under the nam 2 of Madame de Brugnolle, his  housekeeper, in    t mysterious  little house  at   No.   19,  Rue  Bass< 9 Passy ;   to which no one was  admitted  withoi; b many precautions, even  after  he had given th ^ password.    Behind this was a tiny garden whei 3 Balzac would sit in fine weather, and talk ov< r the fence to M. Grandmain, his landlord.    In h s new abode he established many of his treasure*   : his    bust    by   David    d'Angers,   some    of   tl o beautiful furniture he was collecting in preparatic n for the home he longed for,  and many  of h ,s pictures,  those   treasures   by  Giorgione,   Greu2 5,
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